Handwara Girl
Almost the entire office of the JKCCS remained busy with the issue of a minor girl from Handwara who was molested by army men near a bunker and which precipitated in the instant agitation and resulted in the death of the five persons including women. It was on the call of the local journalist who requested that JKCCS intervene in the matter. The video recording of the minor girl by the police, which was later put out on the social media by the army and broadcast by the Indian corporate media to bail out the army as she had refuted any molestation by the army personnel. It was decided to file a Habeas Corpus petition before the High court and the legal team on 15th April proceeded to Handwara for obtaining the signature of the legal guardian but the police didn’t allow the team as Handwara was put under curfew and on the same day one person was shot dead at Dragmulla. However, after late evening hours, the mother of the girl accompanied by a local lawyer managed to meet the legal team at a petrol pump and the girl’s mother insisted, who was visibly perturbed and agitated over the happenings, to address the media. She accompanied by her brother-visited Srinagar. 
On the next day, police did not allow the press conference. Entire JKCCS office was sealed; somehow her press statement was made available to the media, which put the mother’s version in public domain. On the same day, the Habeas Corpus petition was filed before the High court for producing the girl before the court. The judge only ordered the status report not the production of the girl. A public Interest Petition (PIL) petition was filed by the High Court Bar Association for constituting the Special Investigation Team (SIT) and a commission headed by a sitting High Court Judge into the killing of five persons and entire episode of molestation. The two petitions were clubbed together. The legal counsel of the girl was somehow allowed to interview the girl who was kept incommunicado at Zachaldara. During the interview the girl alleged that the army personnel molested her and she was detained with her father and aunt and was subjected to humiliation and harassment and forced to give the statement, which police wanted. Even she was briefed what to state before the Magistrate where her statement was recorded under section 164. The govt. and the police were paranoid about the version of the girl, as the state since 2010 are always feeling apprehensive that any incident could snow ball into a massive agitation which would be difficult for them to control so they took every step even illegal measures like detaining a minor girl, video recording an illegal statement of her which was highly televised by the powerful Indian corporate media to absolve the army at the cost of the insecurity to the girl and not least questioning the legality of the video recording, which is in violation of the Juvenile Justice Act.  The corporate think tanks repeatedly appearing on the T.V channels were seen justifying the illegal statement.
The episode of the Handwara girl has focused on many things. The major one point to the militarization of Kashmir’s landscape that an army bunker holding the lavatory continues to be there despite opposition from the people of the area for its removal. The nexus between the police and the army and the local MLA who had made strenuous efforts to silence the victim family and had objected to them for getting JKCCS as an “urban elite group”, as the local MLA had got offended of JKCCS “intervening in his territory”. The local MLA is behaving like a warlord. The SSP Handwara at the behest of the army made the video recording. The ineffectiveness of the judiciary in Habeas Corpus matters, according to law the body is to be produced before the court within 24 hours but in the instant case, a school going kid continues to remain under police custody. The role of the chairperson of States Women’s Commission (SWC), who was approached by the girl to rescue her and set her free, on the contrary, the chairperson justified the girl’s detention by stating that she is not in police custody. As expected the State Women’s Commission (SWC) proved helpless before police as admitted by the chairperson. Even the SWC tried to silence the girl and question the character of the girl. It also exposes the state govt. helplessness on the issue of law and order. The Chief Executive, i.e. CM is requesting the Indian Defense Ministry for justice in Handwara and has sought assurance from the Indian Defense Minister that action is taken in the case. The Chief Minister is realistic and she knows the red line the state govt. has. However as every darkest cloud has a silver lining it the Solidarity Group for Handwara Girl was constituted which comprised of researchers, lawyers, students and journalists. They staged a peaceful protest in press colony carrying placards. There was a campaign on Facebook in which people from different countries expressed their support for the Handwara Girl. The legal action and the campaign expose the police and the army as both of them have succeeded in creating a perception that the girl was not molested by the army personnel but by the local people, without bothering about the security of the girl and her family and the subsequent wrath of the people as a section of the people were holding the minor girl responsible for immorality and the death of the five persons, which is just absurd and illogical. Two things were remarkable in all this - one was the will and the determination of the minor girl and her mother for seeking justice and the formation of the Solidarity Group who extended support publicly and campaigned for the rights of the girl and it would have been a pity if JKCCS would not have intervened for the rescue of the girl and it would have been one more case of the human tragedy.                                          


AFTER HER MOLESTATION POLICE TOOK MINOR GIRL IN ITS ILLEGAL CONFINEMENT 
FIVE CIVILIANS KILLED FOR PROTESTING MOLESTATION 

The Informative Missive 	23 	        April 2016

Molestation of a minor school girl by an army trooper in Handwara followed by killing of five persons by army and police in less than a week’s time put the Kashmir valley on boil again. The situation gets even worse when the police took the minor girl in its illegal confinement and curbed her movements to prevent her from speaking to media and human rights bodies. To battle with imminent protests, the government responded with imposing curfew in Handwara and strict restrictions in parts of Srinagar for days together. To defuse the protests the government ordered a probe into the killings and police filed FIR of murder against the army. However, no FIR was filed against the army for molestation. On the other hand, the army while denying the charges of molestation by its soldier regretted the civilian killings. 
The Informative Missive has been able to compile the report on molestation and its aftermath from various sources including the statement of the girl’s mother and the petition filed in the High Court through Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) for release of the girl from unlawful police confinement.  As the girl remained in unlawful police confinement since the molestation incident and the curfew imposed by the government, therefore, The Informative Missive has to rely on different sources to shape up this report. 
On April 12, a news spread that a school going girl of Handwara was molested by an army soldier in a public washroom in Handwara town. The accused soldier descended from one of the three nearby army bunkers. In Handwara market, there are three army bunkers. One bunker situated on the ground while the two others were built on top of the shops at a height of around 10 to 12 feet high. The elevation of the bunkers provides vintage advantage to the soldiers manning the bunkers. 
The incident occurred around 3 pm when the girl was returning from her school. The girl en route entered a public washroom while a classmate of her stood outside. All of a sudden the washroom got echoed with her screams. These screams got some people gathered outside the washroom. It was all messy. Nobody knows how the soldier managed to escape from the spot. All of a sudden a policeman Mohammad Shafi Watali arrived. The policeman forcibly took the girl to the police station without informing her family. 
The girl has chosen the public washroom, as the washrooms in her school were locked up due to thin attendance of the students that day owing to strike call given by pro-freedom leadership against the harassment of Kashmiris outside the valley. 
With every minute the news of molestation spread to other areas at rapid pace triggered anger amongst the people. The youth assembled at Handwara market to register a spontaneous protest. To disband the protesters army fired bullets towards the people killing two of the boys and many persons suffered grievous injuries including a woman. Among the injured the woman Raja Begum succumbed on April 13 in the hospital. 
One of the victims Nayeem Bhat had participated in the India U19 cricket camp, and was the first player to be selected from the Kupwara region. Bhat reportedly stopped at the protest incident to take a photograph with his mobile phone. The second victim Iqbal was declared dead when he was admitted to a hospital. Raja Begum, 70, received the fatal bullet injury when she was working in her kitchen-garden.   
Next day, on April 13, with no let up in the protests another boy got killed in police action. Jehangir Ahmad Wani, 25, of Dragmulla, Kupwara died when a teargas shell fired by police hit on his head. With his killing the toll reached to four civilian killings. On April 15, another boy was killed by the army when the protests were going on against the army and police in Handwara. The slain was identified as Arif Ahmad Dar, 18, S/o: Ghulam Mohi ud Din Dar of Awoora, Handwara.
On April 13, Commander of the Northern Command General DS Hooda said that the incident was "highly regrettable".[12] Army issued a statement saying that the army "regrets the unfortunate loss of life".
Unnerved by the situation created after the molestation incident, on April 13 evening, police under duress manufactured a video wherein the girl absolved the soldier of molestation and fix the blame on the local boys. The same video was uploaded and circulated widely by the police on social media networking to camouflage the incident. The same video was later released by the army during a press conference. However, legal experts were quick to question the legal validity of the video, as recording and circulation of it goes against the law and ethics. 
 Police on girl’s video: Inspector General of Police Kashmir SJM Gilani said he has no “idea” who released the video. “We have no idea who shot the video. As of now, we are dealing with a situation, and as and when the situation turns normal we will start investigations,” he said.
Army on girl’s video: But the army said “the media” shot the video inside police station Handwara. “We released the video (on Wednesday April 13) with the face of the girl blurred. We are not aware who released the video on Tuesday,” army’s spokesman Col NN Joshi told media. 
According to police investigation published on April 19, army on April 12 fired indiscriminately and disproportionately more than 80 rounds while dealing with the protesters. Police said it recovered almost 80 used cartridges of automatic and semi automatic weapons from inside the army bunker. Media quoting police sources reported that with Army firing such huge number of rounds at the protesting mob, it is nothing less than a miracle that only three people died. “We believe the empty cartridges we recovered from inside the bunker were from Light Machine Gun (LMG) and AK 47s,” a police officer said.
“While the local police claimed the mob had attacked the army camp with stones, officials are puzzled about how the stones could reach the camp from outside two rings of barbed wire. Moreover, not a stone is to be seen at what was said to be scene of a great clash. Not a single brick or rock is seen inside the camp or anywhere on the road or where protesters had gathered on Friday,” NDTVs, Indian news channel reported.
"People were protesting peacefully on the road. Where are the stones and bricks if we were involved in stone throwing on the camp? Let them show if any soldier was injured in stone pelting," Ghulam Mohiudin, a local resident asked.
	Doctors who were treating the injured were aghast at the nature of injuries that have been received after security forces fire live ammunition or pellets on people. “Most of these injuries are in vital parts. We have seen five deaths. We have so many disabled in making,’ a senior specialist in SKIMS said.
As the situation snowballed into a major protest, the authorities reacted with imposing restriction in Handwara and parts of Srinagar to contain the protests. Also the internet service was suspended to curb the social networking.  
Probe ordered: On April 14, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Asgar Samoon has asked DC Kupwara to carryout time-bound probe of the Handwara incident which is to be completed within 30 days time.
On April 18, Deputy Commissioner Kupwara said police filed FIR No. 131/2016 U/S 302 against 47 RR. “we have registered a murder case against army as it was present at the spot where fire was opened and naturally case was against them,” the Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Kumar Rajiv Rajan informed the media. Another FIR under section 148, 149, 307, 436, 332, 427, 332, 427 and 511 RPC, police said, was filed against people, police claimed torched the army bunker.   
The eye-witness accounts of the killings in Kupwara district have revealed that both police and army indulged in firing resulting in death of five civilians.
As per the witness accounts, cricketer Nayeem Qadir Bhat was allegedly fired upon by an Assistant Sub Inspector of Police, who resides in Mawar Nowgam, while he was taking vegetables home. 
A senior official said during the statement to the district administration, Nayeem’s family stated that he was heading home from the orchard when at around 2:15 pm youth protested against alleged molestation bid of a girl by an army man inside a lavatory. After the protests, the youth poured on the streets and police was called in to quell the protests and they resorted to firing and lathi-charge to disperse the mob. 
The official said Nayeem’s uncle, Ali Mohammad Dar was also in the market and is a key witness to the incident.  In a statement to the District Magistrate he had revealed that the police fired on the mob.
Nayeem was shifted to the hospital where he succumbed to injuries. 
Officials said Nayeem’s family had refused to carry out his last rites and had kept the body in the police station and it was only after they were assured that action will be initiated in the case and the bunker will be removed from the place that they had pacified.  
Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara, Rajeev Ranjan, had assured that action will be taken in the matter at the earliest.
According to an official, it has also been revealed that a road opening party (ROP) of army had fired on a woman, Raja Begum, while she was tending at the fields some 4 kilometres from the main market.  This has happened after incidents of stone pelting and resultant firing by the armed forces personnel from the bunker had happened at the market.
CHRONOLOGY OF GIRLS’ DETENTION, COURT HEARINGS AND OTHER CASE DEVELOPMENTS 
On April 13, the father and an aunt of Handwara girl were called by SHO to Handwara police station and detained there. On April 15 at 12:30 am the girl and her father were shifted to a stranger’s house at Shelal village. 
On April 16, the girl’s mother through JKCCS legal team filed a petition before High Court at Srinagar demanding the release of her daughter from police’s unlawful confinement. The High Court issued a notice that the girl should not be taken before media. 
On the same day morning, the office of JKCCS at Lal Chowk Srinagar was sealed by the state police where the press conference of mother of Handwara girl was scheduled. The huge contingent of police and CRPF was deployed to prevent media from entering the JKCCS office. Preempting the police siege the JKCCS officials and the girl’s mother had earlier managed their entry inside the office. Since the media was barred from talking to girl’s mother, a video statement of the mother questioning the legality of her daughter statement was released to media. 
In her video statement the mother also rejected the police video statement of her daughter as taken under duress and accused the police for manufacturing it only to bail out the real perpetrator and with the mala fide intent to defame her daughter. 
On April 16, the girl and her farther was taken to Handwara police station where from they were taken to Handwara court. The girl before Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) repeated the same statement as she made in the police video. 
On April 16, Amnesty International has asked the Jammu and Kashmir authorities to immediately release a teenage girl and her father and aunt who are being detained in ‘protective custody’ by the police in Handwara, Kupwara district.
“Pending their release, they must be granted prompt access to their family and lawyers. The girl has been detained since 12 April, and her family members since 13 April,” Amnesty said in a statement.
“A teenage girl who has been allegedly sexually assaulted needs to receive sensitive and respectful treatment from the authorities, and not be herself detained in police custody,” said Zahoor Wani, Campaigner, Amnesty International India.
On April 17, police took her to Zachaldara at her uncle’s house to prolong her unlawful confinement. 
On April 18 a youth arrested in connection of Handwara molestation 
April 18, police have registered a murder case against Army in connection with Handwara and Nutnusa killings.  The cases have been registered against the soldiers of 21 and 47 Rashtriya Rifles at Police Station Handwara vide FIR No 131/2016 under Section 302 of Ranbir Penal Code (RPC).
“We have registered a murder case (302) against Army as it was a present at the spot where fire was opened and naturally case is against them also,” the Deputy Commissioner, Kupwara, Kumar Rajiv Ranjan, told media.
On April 18, The government has suspended five employees on charges of ‘creating law and order problems by provoking youths to stone pelting’ during protests triggered by the killing of five persons in the past week.
The suspended employees are Ghulam Rasool Sheikh, a master at Girls Higher Secondary School, Maidanpora; Farooq Ahmad Bhat, a teacher at Government Middle School, Dardpora; Ghulam Mohiudin Rather, an employee with the pump shed of the Mechanical Irrigation and Flood Control, Handwara, at Natnusa where a labourer was shot dead by army;
Abdul Ahad Bhat and Hussam-ud-din Shah, both peons at Girls Higher Secondary School, Lalpora and Government Degree College, Sogam, respectively.
On April 19, police arrested a youth in connection with an alleged molestation of a school girl allegedly by an army man in Handwara.
SP Handwara, Ghulam Jeelani Wani said Hilal Ahmed Banday, one of the two accused identified by the girl, was arrested from Handwara by police last night.
Hilal was among the two persons named by the girl in her statement before Chief Judicial Magistrate. He is accused of manhandling the girl on April 12 while she was stepping out of a public restroom in Handwara town.
On April 19 evening, the Handwara minor girl spoke to JKCCS team on phone. She and her family informed that against their will the police has shifted them to a stranger’s house 15 kms from Handwara town. After detailed discussion JKCCS proposed her to call the IGP Kashmir and Chairperson of the State Commission for Women, Nayeema Mehjoor directly to inform them about her ordeal in the illegal police detention, her demand for free movement and an immediate access to her lawyers. The minor girl called the IG several times but only once he picked up the phone. After she identified herself, the IG cancelled the call.
However, the minor girl was able to speak to Nayeema Mehjoor and gave her detailed statement and requested her to facilitate her conversation with IGP Javed Geelani. Ms. Mehjoor promised to help.
April 19, authorities removed four army bunkers in main chowk Handwara in border district of Kupwara, fulfilling one of the long pending demands of local residents.
April 19, police arrested a youth in connection with an alleged molestation of a school Handwara girl allegedly.
SP Handwara, Ghulam Jeelani Wani said Hilal Ahmed Banday, one of the two accused identified by the girl, was arrested from Handwara by police last night.
On April 20, the High Court allows lawyers meeting with the girl. 
	On April 20, the Solidarity Group for Handwara Minor Girl, a group constituted of young Kashmiri girls, held a protest in Press Enclave at Srinagar to press among other things on the release of the minor girl from police’s illegal confinement. A press statement was also released.  
On the same day, chairperson State Women’s Commission Nayeema Mehjoor said the Girl was not in police custody but putting up in a relative’s house. “One or two policemen are with her to make her feel safe, as she is feeling insecure and is mentally disturbed”.
April 21, police on said it cannot filed FIR against the army man accused of molestation bid on a girl in Handwara since no official complaint has been received.  
April 21, JKCCS lawyers’ team met the Girl in Handwara after the court direction. The girl confirms to the visiting team that she is in illegal police custody. She also said she will expose the lies of the state and those maligning her. JKCCS released a press statement regarding the meeting. 
On April 22, the girl and her father were brought to State Women’s Commission at Ram Bagh Srinagar by police.
On April 23, the girl was brought to State Women’s Commission at Srinagar to record her statement about the molestation bid and her illegal detention. 
On April 26 the girl and her father were barred by police from going to High Court. The girl till this month ends remained in police custody at Zachaldara village. In between this time her detention, the girl submitted a written application for removal of police confinement to SWC as was asked by the Commission.   Despite the SWC order the girl was not freed. On April 30, Tehsildar and two other officials recorded her statement at Zachaldara. 
The girl remained in police custody till the end of this month.
Transcripts of the video statement of girl’s mother released to media:
Our youths have been martyred. My daughter left for school early morning. The school closed at 3:30. She is 16 years old. She went to washroom on the way home. An India army man entered the bathroom. She screamed and the people and shopkeepers crowded around the place. The army man ran away. The youth reacted to this attack and police also came. My daughter was arrested. We knew nothing of this till then. The youth started pelting stones at the army and the police. Their Muslim sister was attacked, would they not do it? This is why the pelted stone. And the army fired and martyred the protestors. Are they not my sons? I am devastated by their killings. My daughter was arrested and the army man escaped. We know nothing since five days about our daughter. The army called us at 1 am in the night of 12 April. They asked us to come and take our daughter home. Our daughter was alone when she was made to give testimony under force. There was no one with her, no family. You see she has been exposed in the video. Her face is there for all to see. Her testimony has been given under duress. We, her parents were called and asked to take her home. I sent my sister and her father but instead of releasing my daughter they were also detained. My daughter is under duress; she is innocent, only 16. She is just a child, and under custody. I want my daughter, my husband and my sister back. I have only received one phone call since they have been detained. I am on bed rest and cannot move around too much. I have back problems. It’s the 5th day today [of their detention]. I am thankful to my Kashmiri community who protested to save my daughter. This should not happen to any other woman tomorrow. We have filed a case in court. Those who committed these murders should not investigate this case. How can murderers investigate? My daughter has been brought into disrepute by using her this way. They have maligned her. My daughter’s honor should be resurrected, she is everyone’s daughter, and our boys who have been martyred; their cases should be investigated. They are responsible for killing them.

JKCCS UNDER SIEGE FOR A DAY

On a tense Saturday morning of 16 April, no different from the mornings that preceded the week– five Kashmiris have been killed by Indian armed forces during protests against the alleged sexual assault of a minor girl at the hands of an Indian army trooper, outside a public toilet in Handwara town of north Kashmir – we at Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) were preparing for an important press conference about the illegal and wrongful detention of the minor girl by police in Handwara. The day had started early for us. To avoid being stopped by police and paramilitary barricades installed all over the city, most of us were in office by 7 am. 
We spent the day under complete lockdown laid down by the Jammu Kashmir Police (JKP) and Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) at the office where we work as researchers. At 10:30am in the morning, around fifty personnel of the armed forces led by the Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), gheraoed the office, barricading all the roads leading to it with barbed wire, ‘Rakshak’ vehicles, discarded ply boards, hawkers’ raedis, even roadside detritus was put to use with great alacrity.
Amongst the lot, several CRPF personnel were dressed in protective gear, bedecked head-to-toe in rubber padding over their chests, arms, sporting protective helmets, armed with stun-guns and lathis. Armed personnel were placed half-a-kilometre from the office in all directions where passersby where diverted to other routes. From inside the office, we felt like we were inside a ‘reality’ show, perhaps even what we know to be the site of a televised ‘encounter’, of the kind Indian media channels splash all over what is supposed to be the 9pm news.  
What followed during the next few hours can only be described as a siege. As if Kashmir wasn’t already under siege for the past three days of undeclared curfew, the state police and paramilitary swooped down on our office and prevented mediapersons from entering our office at the Bund, Amira Kadal – where the press conference, organized by JKCCS at the behest of the mother of the victim of alleged sexual assault by personnel of the 21 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) in Handwara was scheduled to be held. With no declaration of intent, the police barricaded all the ways leading to our office, barred us from venturing out to talk to the media persons gathered outside to cover the press conference. 
The DSP informed Khurram Parvez, program coordinator at JKCCS that the press conference was not to be held as it posed a ‘threat’ to ‘law and order’. Our communication with the outside world was already under suspension following State’s shutdown of mobile internet services, and now a nervous state was disallowing a press conference where the mother of the Handwara alleged sexual assault victim was slated to talk. Police personnel prevented media persons gathered outside for the press conference from speaking to the mother of the victim in person.  After some time, they too were forced to leave. Finally, police personnel locked the doors of the office leaving us in a prison of sorts.
Why did the government not allow a press conference on the Handwara alleged sexual assault victim– which they effectively were trying to nip in the bud through the release of a controversial video? The siege at our office was meant to curtail dissemination of any information which will undermine or question the government’s managing of the alleged sexual assault case – in which they have wrongly detained the victim, her father and aunt in what they call ‘protective custody’ and have also shot and released a controversial video of the victim, clearly violating the Supreme Court guidelines which calls for the protection of identity of a victim of sexual assault. 
The brute lockdown of a civil-liberties in a legal case does not exist in vacuum for every village, town and city in the largest militarized zone in the world is inundated by the structures signifying imprisonment- camps, bunkers, pickets, ‘stop and search’ posts, trucks, even barricades of barbed wire. In fact, ‘lockdown’, aided by laws such as the Public Safety Act (PSA), seems to have acquired permanence in memory that goes beyond the immediate purpose for which it exists. 
Such a lockdown is part of a larger pattern of illegal detentions, undeclared curfews, internet blockades through which the State seeks to imprison not only physically those who seek to contest the occupation of Kashmir but also clamp down on narratives which highlight the brutal violence with which such occupation is enacted every day. In such a paradigm, an allegation of sexual assault against personnel of the armed forces invites ‘protective custody’ for the girl (the irony of whose ‘protection’ is sought is lost on no one). Rather, the words of a mother urging that the widely-circulated video of her sixteen-year-old taken in illegal police detention, absolving the army personnel of sexual assault be viewed in context of circumstances in which they were taken pose a ‘threat’, a ‘law and order’ problem. In contrast to this, the personnel of the armed forces who have shot dead five protestors, all under the age of twenty-five, in the five days since April 12, 2016 are free to carry on their lives and duties as they deem fit.
What’s also interesting to note here is the invocation of the term ‘protective custody’ by the police to justify its detention of the girl. The press conference was going to raise the question of the illegality of such custody and how it is being used to not only hold someone, a minor against her own will and that of her family but also to use her for making statements without any supervision, for the benefit of the state. However, the practice of illegal detention of a victim or witnesses in response to an allegation of sexual assault against the armed forces is hardly new. In 2009, in the case of the alleged rape and murder of Asiya and Neelofar in Shopian by personnel of the armed forces, two key eye-witnesses were illegally detained for a total of two months.  They later changed their statements before the Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM), Shopian taken as part of the investigation of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in favour of the alleged perpetrators.  In fact, the only persons chargesheeted in the case were five lawyers from Shopian, part of a fact finding committee of the Shopian District Bar investigating the case, for the offense of maligning the image of the armed forces. 
The police siege on our office wasn’t unprecedented, it has happened before – two years ago, the state disallowed, at the last minute, historian Mridu Rai’s talk, organized by JKCCS, in a Srinagar hotel – but it was somewhat symptomatic of the nervous nature of state government in Kashmir. It showed the government’s vulnerabilities in dealing with the Handwara sexual assault issue, which has come as a big jolt to Mehbooba Mufti’s newly formed coalition government. The siege was purposively aimed to prevent the dissemination of a counter-narrative against what the state agencies have orchestrated. The state kept a siege on our office because it doesn’t want to allow for the family’s narrative to develop which basically has called the controversial video taken under custody as a slur to the family. The family has, in statements to the media, dismissed the said video as being wrought under duress.   
The day long police crackdown on our office also gave us a small glimpse into the experience of being detained against one’s will inside a place where one normally moves about freely. It is not only that individual freedom is curtailed but rather that the ability to free movement as an individual is a pre-condition for being able to associate with others in any context. This ability for free movement lies at the heart of any other civil liberty, for inside a prison-like situation freedom of speech for example, remains effectively suspended. The detention was perhaps a microcosmic example of how the state stunts the development of free politics by holding pro-freedom leaders against their will through house arrest or preventive detention. Masarat Alam, the chairperson of the Muslim League has been held in preventive detention under the Public Safety Act (PSA) on and off for over twenty years. Syed Ali Shah Geelani, the chairperson of the Hurriyat Conference (G) has been under continuous house arrest since 2010. This undoubtedly has impacted the planning, strategy and reach of a free politics in Kashmir.
The tactics of the state belie its insecurities in dealing with sexual assault by the armed forces, for an allegation of sexual assault contests the insistent trope of “brave jawan” in public perception in a way even the damndest case of torture, extra-judicial killing, ‘fake encounter’ or enforced disappearance, even one corroborated by concrete legal facts may not.  A case of sexual assault against the armed forces invariably poses inconvenient questions for which there may not be easy answers couched in the rubric of duty. The fact remains that the Handwara sexual assault case has not been investigated yet and what we know of the case so far is clouded by the narrative built by the state agencies through a controversial video taken in questionable circumstances. It perhaps also tells us of how often the state exploits the faultlines of Kashmiri society and the vulnerabilities of the victims to shield its forces from prosecution. The Handwara alleged sexual assault case is one such case in what is undoubtedly a pattern of many.

IN SOLIDARITY: YOUNG WOMEN PROTEST HANDWARA GIRL DETENTION

April 20:  A Solidarity Group comprising of independent researchers, professionals, lawyers, students and journalist staged a peaceful protest in Press Colony at Srinagar urging the Govt. and Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti to pay immediate attention towards the grave and serious allegation of sexual assault of the minor girl and the consequent ill treatment of the victim and her family members in wrongful police detention.
 (
YOUNG WOMEN PROTESTING HANDWARA GIRL’S DETENTION
)[image: ]The protesters were carrying placards seeking ‘end impunity to armed forces in Kashmir’, ‘stop sexual harassment,’ ‘stringent punishment to guilty Indian armed forces’, and ‘repeal AFSPA to stop innocent killings.’
	The peaceful protesters said that the detention of the minor girl and her family members are outside the powers of the State and appears to be an attempt to further pressurize the family to withdraw all allegations against the armed forces. They said that the manner in which video has been recorded and then circulated is a gross violation of the special protections afforded to minors particularly during investigation of sexual assault cases. “The actions of the police and the army would necessarily invite criminal prosecution if investigated,” they said.
	The protesters told The Informative Missive that they stand in solidarity with the girl and all other women who face threat of sexual violence at the hands of Indian armed forces and further police intimidation.
	While demanding immediate release of the minor girl and her family members from police custody, the protesters demanded that the High Court orders should be implemented regarding the constitution of the Juvenile Justice Board in the State and the Education Minister should take immediate steps to ensure that girl students in all government and private schools across Jammu and Kashmir have access to toilet facilities.
	They asked the government to investigate and prosecute all the police personnel responsible for ‘abuse and harassment’ of the minor girl in their custody. “Any trial of the Army and police personnel in the alleged sexual assault and subsequent killing be held in a civilian court in a transparent and open manner,” the protesters demanded. 

JKCCS PRESS STATEMENTS

Every month JKCCS issue statements on matter related to human rights, impunity, state controversies, court hearings etcetera. This month as well, JKCCS issued press statements herein are incorporated in chronological order.  
· MEHBOOBA’S REQUEST TO INDIAN DEFENCE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE IN HANDWARA KILLINGS, SHOWS WHERE REAL POWER LIES
Press Release
13 April 2016
On 12 April 2016, armed forces personnel of 21 RR and Jammu and Kashmir police killed three persons – two young boys and an old woman – in Handwara, Kupwara District, and injured around 24 civilians. Initial reports suggest that the armed forces fired at civilians protesting against sexual violence directed at a minor girl in Handwara town by army personnel.
24 hours after these killings the Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, and army spokesperson have only made statements that do not address the steps that must be immediately taken. The army spokesperson while regretting the killing has assured action and stated that it would need to be ascertained if the “standard operating procedures” have been followed. Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti has sought assurance from the Indian Defence Minister that action would be taken in this case. Meanwhile, it appears that the Jammu and Kashmir Police have recorded and uploaded a video of the victim of sexual violence exonerating the army and both the police and army have circulated this video widely, including to news channels.
First, the army personnel of 21 RR involved in the killings, including those present on the scene of crime and in command of 21 RR, and involved police personnel, must be immediately arrested for purposes of investigations. Arms, ammunition and any other physical evidence connected to the killings must be immediately seized. Arrest of armed forces personnel in Jammu and Kashmir is not barred by any law. No “standard operating procedures” need be consulted, particularly as it appears from RTI information sought that no such SOP’s even exist for situations such as the instant one of protests. Further, this preliminary step in investigation does not require the intervention of the army, Defence Minister or any other authority. But, the move by the Chief Minister to approach the Indian Defence Minister does explain where political power vis-à-vis even law and order in Kashmir lies. Thus far, media reports suggest that ASI Mohammad Rafiq has been suspended. His suspension is not enough as the amount of violence witnessed by people yesterday is not possible to have been carried out by one police official. Therefore, other officials responsible from army and police should be arrested immediately.
Second, the Jammu and Kashmir Police must immediately suspend the Superintendent of Police, Handwara, Ghulam Jeelani Wani, subject to investigations in this case as his role in the killings would need to be ascertained. Further, it appears that the video of the victim of sexual violence, a minor, has been circulated to distract from the investigation of 21 RR personnel responsible for the killings. Further, the actual circulation of the video, and disclosure of the identity of the victim, would invite prosecution under criminal law and/or other disciplinary action for the Superintendent of Police and other police officials involved. The army circulation of the video must also be examined as on one hand they have regretted the killings but at the same time are deeply invested in prejudicing investigations against their personnel. The circulation of this video has serious ramifications for the security of the victim.
Lastly, but most importantly, due to the role of the police, particularly the Handwara police, over the last 24 hours, the investigation of this case must be immediately, at the very least, handed over to a senior police officer of another district, with no criminal allegations against him.
Past crimes committed by the armed forces have been buried in a manner similar to what we witness today in the case of the Handwara killings. Following initial statements by the army and the State, no action is taken. The army claims to carry out an enquiry which is invariably not made public and is an essentially an attempt to take the case out of the public domain and protect the accused army personnel. It is pertinent to recall that in 2004 in Badra Payeen village, Handwara, when an army office was accused of rape of a mother and daughter, Mehbooba Mufti and then Chief Minister, Mufti Sayeed assured that the guilty officer would be punished. Mehbooba Mufti may have forgotten this case but people of Kashmir remember the case and also know that the accused officer was not tried by the civilian court but by army court-martial that did not convict him for rape and he was subsequently re-instated to the army. It appears the assurances by Mehbooba Mufti and the Indian Defence Minister in Handwara killings are no different from the standard role of the State in numerous cases, including the Badra Payeen case.
· URGENT APPEAL FOR RELEASE OF MINOR GIRL AND HER FATHER BY HANDWARA POLICE
HANDWARA SEXUAL ASSAULT AND KILLINGS
Press Release
14 April 2016
Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society has been approached by the family of the minor girl in the Handwara sexual assault case for legal counsel and other support.
On 12 April 2016, a minor girl (aged 16) from Handwara had, as per reports, accused army personnel of sexual assault. Four persons have been killed to date by armed forces personnel following protests. On the same day, a video was released of the minor girl exonerating the armed forces of sexual assault. The identity of the victim is revealed through this video that appears to have been recorded by the police and then widely circulated by army and Indian media. The family of the girl state that she has been kept in police custody from 12 April to date. Last night, around 1 am, the father of the victim was called to the Handwara police station. He was accompanied by his brother. Since then his whereabouts are not known. The family has been denied access to both the minor girl and her father.
The detention of the minor girl and her father are outside the powers of the State and appears to be an attempt to further pressurize the family to withdraw all allegations against the armed forces. Further, the manner in which the video has been recorded and then circulated is a gross violation of the special protections afforded to minors particularly during investigation of sexual assault cases. The actions of the police and the army would necessarily invite criminal prosecution if investigated.
The family of the victim has appealed for immediate release of the minor girl and the father of the victim and has sought legal assistance. The State under the garb of law and order is ensuring that all access to the family of the victim is denied so as to ensure protection to the armed forces personnel and seek to further distract from the crimes that have been committed – from the sexual assault to the killings. Any suggestion that the State is seeking to “protect”’ the minor girl and family must be rejected in the circumstances of this case and the actions of the police. Any protection, if necessary, must be provided at the residence of the victim and not at the police station.
The minor girl and her father must be immediately released and allowed access to legal counsel. Government of Jammu and Kashmir must allow immediate and unhindered access for the legal counsel team of JKCCS to the victim and her family.
· THE SHAMING, SIEGE AND INTIMIDATION OF THE HANDWARA FAMILY CONTINUES…
Press release
18 April 2016
Yesterday, on 17 April 2016, the legal team of JKCCS, who have been appointed as legal counsels by the family of the minor girl, at the centre of the Handwara sexual assault and killings case were informed about the release of the girl and her family from the illegal police detention. The JKCCS team decided to move to Handwara to meet with the minor girl and her parents. It was discussed with the parents of the minor girl that they will meet with the team at Handwara District Hospital. On reaching the District Hospital, the team was informed by the uncle and the mother of the minor girl that the father and the girl, who from 16 April have been relocated by the police at her maternal uncle’s home at Zachaldara, Handwara, have been stopped by the police on their way to Handwara and sent back. The police are effectively controlling the movement of the minor girl and her family.
Then in consultation with the mother and the uncle of the girl, JKCCS team decided to visit her at Zachaldara, Handwara. At around 9:30 pm the minor girl met the legal team of JKCCS and her mother for the first time after the incident of 12 April 2016. The legal team found on arriving at the residence of minor girl’s maternal uncle that four police personnel, including the Divisional Officer, Police Post Zachaldara, Masroor Ahmad were seated in the room in conversation with the minor girl and family. Following a brief conversation with the police, the team insisted on a private meeting with the family.
In the meeting, the minor girl and family re-affirmed that they wish the legal team to continue to represent them. They stated that they have effectively been kept in illegal police detention and wrongful confinement from 12 April to date. They have been intimidated, abused and kept under constant surveillance. Their phones have been confiscated at the will of the police and access and physical movement has been either completely denied or limited as per the discretion of the police. The minor girl and family have at no point sought police protection. The family and the legal team were discussing the possibility of the family relocating to another location where they could consider and plan their legal strategy moving ahead when they were interrupted by the police.
In the limited meeting that was allowed to take place the following key points emerged from the minor girl and her family:
The minor girl has on two occasions – in the video recorded and circulated and in the Section 164-A CrPC statement before the judicial magistrate – been pressurized to testify in a manner as directed by the police. Neither of these statements were made voluntarily.
 From 12 April to 14 April 2016 the minor girl and family were illegally detained at the Handwara Police Station. From 11 p.m. of 14 April to the morning of 16 April 2016 the minor girl and family were illegally detained at a police personnel’s private residence at Shehlal village who was a complete stranger to the family. On 16 April 2016, the minor girl’s statement under Section164-A CrPC was recorded before the judicial magistrate at Handwara. Her father was not present in court during the recording of the statement. No lawyer was present in court accompanying her. In the courtroom, besides the judge, there were four other persons who the minor girl couldn’t identify. From the night of 16 April 2016 to this morning the family has stayed at Zachaldara under constant police surveillance and control.
Within few minutes of the meeting, the Divisional Officer, Masroor Ahmad visited the house again and asked the JKCCS team to come out for a brief chat. As it was raining outside, the JKCCS team members were asked to sit inside the car. Then without being informed the car was driven to the Police Post Zachaldara. For close to two hours, in a hostile and confrontational atmosphere, Divisional Officer of the Police Post, SHO Police Station Handwara, Ajaz Ahmad and DSP (Operations), and incharge SDPO, Baljeet Singh sought to persuade the legal team to leave the area immediately. The police team denied that the minor girl and family was in “custody” but strongly advised that she and her family not be moved from their present location. DIG, Central Kashmir Range, Ghulam Hassan Bhat, called and also took the position that while the family were not under police custody it would be advisable for the family not to be relocated. The legal team was asked to leave the area. Due to the delay caused by the police, the legal team decided to meet the family, inform them of the meeting with the police officials, and return the following morning to take the necessary steps. While the team again met briefly with the minor girl’s family at their uncle’s residence at 12 in the midnight, the team members witnessed two police personnel sitting inside the room of the girl.
From Zachaldara when the JKCCS team left in their car, it was followed all the way until the team left the Kupwara district. Perhaps this was to ensure that the team doesn’t return to the minor girl’s family.
Today, following last night’s important meeting with the minor girl, her family and the JKCCS legal team, the police have, this morning, told the family to immediately leave the area. The police have confiscated the phone of the family so as to ensure that there can be no contact between the family and legal team. The actions of the police are effectively meant to serve as a message and punishment for the minor girl and family meeting with the JKCCS legal team and deciding to enforce their legal rights. When contacted by a JKCCS representative, and asked why the family is being harassed, DIG, North Kashmir Range, Uttam Chand, challenged the right of JKCCS to question him on behalf of the family. JKCCS also contacted Nayeema Mehjoor, Chairperson of the State Commission for Women, who promised to assist in the appropriate re-location of the family to a private and safe place, away from media and police or other official interference but with unhindered access to the right of the family to lawyers.
The minor girl has sought, and requires, the time, space and privacy to be able to take part in the important investigations. Presently, every effort is being made by the police to harass and intimidate the family. There is an urgent need for the family to be re-located to a safe place, allowed unhindered access to their legal team and be provided any other support they require. The case is listed before the High Court on 20 April 2016, but the ensuing 48 hours are crucial for the minor girl and family and their safety and JKCCS is making every effort to ensure that the police intimidation is stopped. It appears the Government wants to pressurize the family to discontinue the legal struggle.
In the meantime JKCCS yesterday had formally written to the Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, Director General of J&K Police, IGP Kashmir, DIG North Kashmir, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir and DC Kupwara for unhindered access of the legal counsels to the family. So far, the Government has chosen to not respond. Today, JKCCS has also sought an appointment with the IGP Kashmir to emphasize the need to immediately end the harassment of the minor girl and her family.
· GOVERNMENT ORDERED TO SEIZE PROPERTY OF ACCUSED RASHID BILLA
SADRAKOOT MASSACRE, 5 OCTOBER 1996
Press Release, 19 April 2016 
On 22 March 2016, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court granted the police a last chance to complete investigations and arrest the accused in FIR no. 125/1996 relating to the 5 October 1996 Sadrakoot massacre.
Pursuant to the above order, the police approached the Court of Judicial Magistrate, Sumbal for directions towards the satisfaction of the High Court order. On 11 April 2016, the Judicial Magistrate found that the three accused in the case – Abdul Rashid Parray alias Rashid Billa, Wali Mohammad Mir and Mohammad Ayoub Dar – were concealing themselves and declared them to be “proclaimed offenders”. The court directed that the police: a) publish a written proclamation in a widely circulated newspaper requiring the three accused to appear before the lower court within 30 days, b) read the proclamation publicly in a conspicuous place of the town/village in which the accused reside, c) affix the proclamation in some conspicuous part of the house in which the accused ordinarily resides, and most importantly, that the Deputy Commissioner, Bandipora attach the immovable and movable property of the three accused by taking possession by seizure.
20 years after the massacre, the efforts of the family members of the victims have put pressure on the State to take serious steps to arrest the accused. The case will be heard by the High Court in the week beginning 25 April 2016.
· INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE, JAVED GEELANI REFUSED SPEAKING TO HANDWARA MINOR GIRL ON PHONE
Urgent Press Release:
20 April 2016
Since last 3 days, JKCCS has been approaching the Inspector General (IG) of JK Police, Javed Geelani for a meeting in connection with the illegal detention of the minor girl and her family. Yesterday evening the Handwara minor girl spoke to JKCCS team on phone. She and her family informed that against their will the police has shifted them to a stranger’s house 15 kms from Handwara town. After detailed discussion JKCCS proposed her to call the IGP Kashmir and Chairperson of the State Commission for Women, Nayeema Mehjoor directly to inform them about her ordeal in the illegal police detention, her demand for free movement and an immediate access to her lawyers.
The minor girl called the IG several times but only once he picked up the phone. After she identified herself, the IG cancelled the call. JKCCS team called DIG Ghulam Hassan Bhat and requested him to inform the IG that the minor girl wants to talk to him urgently. We were assured that the IG will speak to the girl.
Immediately after that the police personnel went inside the house where the girl is detained and threatened her to not call the IG Kashmir, Javed Geelani.
The minor girl was able to speak to Nayeema Mehjoor and gave her detailed statement and requested her to facilitate her conversation with IGP Jave Geelani. Ms. Mehjoor promised to help.
The minor girl and her family wanted to communicate to the highest police officials that the police should stop her illegal detention and allow her to meet her lawyers so that she can herself alongwith her family proactively contribute in the legal struggle.
Today the case will be heard by the High Court in Srinagar.
· HANDWARA MINOR GIRL TO REMAIN IN POLICE CUSTODY
Press release
26 April 2016 
For the third time, the case of the 16 year old girl under unlawful police detention and subject to daily intimidation and harassment was heard by the Division Bench, Jammu and Kashmir High Court with a simple prayer: that she be set free. The Handwara minor girl has been video recorded [that in turn was widely circulated by the army], slapped, spat at, had her phone snatched, personal space violated, randomly moved around, been under constant surveillance and kept detained. All of this against her will.
The petition of the mother of the minor girl had been clubbed with the PIL filed by the Bar Association and was to be heard today. Beyond the important legal issues, the main thrust of arguments to be advanced today was that the minor girl be set free and out of the oppressive police custody immediately. It was to be argued that other issues could be dealt with subsequently. The court heard the Advocate General and the President, Bar President, for close to three hours on the PIL. The respective counsels were heard on matters of fact and law. Before hearing full arguments from the counsel of the mother of the minor girl stressing the production of the girl before the court as even suggested by the Advocate General, the court rose after directing that the matter be listed on 2 May 2016 and the Government of Jammu and Kashmir and Union of India file their responses. Counsel for the minor girl sought to pass on an application from the girl to the State Women’s Commission [SWC] wherein the minor girl had yesterday requested the Chairperson for urgent relocation to Srinagar and had cited the specific intimidation she had been facing from the police. The court directed this document to be filed formally with Registry. Counsel for the minor girl was also unable to place on record that the minor girl today was stopped by the police from leaving for Srinagar from Zachaldara, to observe the High Court hearing and later also meet with the Chairperson of the SWC, Nayeema Mehjoor.
The High Court is a constitutional court with wide powers including, in some respects, greater than even the Supreme Court. Unfortunately, the minor girl has to face continued police custody.
Earlier in the morning, when the minor girl and her family were prevented by the police from leaving from Zachaldara, the minor girl spoke on phone with the Chairperson, SWC, who asked her to pass on the phone to Masroor Ahmad, the Divisional Officer of police chowki Zachaldara. Masroor refused to speak to Nayeema Mehjoor. Later JKCCS representative had a meeting with Nayeema Mehjoor and formally handed over the copy of the letter written by the Handwara minor girl. The Chairperson SWC stated that she would visit the minor girl soon and look into the possibility of bringing her to Srinagar. JKCCS informed the Chairperson SWC that on the one hand, government claims that the minor girl and family are not under preventive detention, and only protection is being given to them, but on the other hand the Police is brazenly regulating her movement and even today prevented her from visiting the High Court and the office of the SWC.
JKCCS believes that through these lies and restrictions the government wants to break the will of the minor girl and her family to continue their struggle for justice, which of course will lead to culpability of Police and government officials.
· J&K GOVERNMENT CAUSES DELAY BEFORE SUPREME COURT
KUNAN POSHPORA MASS RAPE AND TORTURE CASE OF 1991
Press Release
30 April 2016
In December 2014, Government of Jammu and Kashmir challenged before the Supreme Court the Srinagar High Court orders to pay compensation to the Kunan Poshpora mass rape and torture victims of 23/24 February 1991. These orders were passed by the Srinagar High Court in a petition filed by five survivors of Kunan Poshpora seeking investigations and justice.
To date, more than a year later, the case remains with the Supreme Court registry, which is still seeking objections and responses from the parties. Government of Jammu and Kashmir has ensured delay in this matter by the manner in which it has served the other parties in the case. On 29 April the case was heard by the Supreme Court Registrar who noted that Wajahat Habibullah [then Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir] and then Press Council of India member Vikram Rao have yet to even be served notice of this case by the Government. Meanwhile, the 9 officers of the 4 Rajputana Rifles made parties to the petition have been given four more weeks to file their response. Union of India [Ministry of Defence] has failed to file its response in this case and no further opportunity will be provided to do so as per the Registrar’s earlier orders of 30 September 2015. The case is next listed on 12 August 2016 before the registry.
The survivors of Kunan Poshpora have at every forum – including the Supreme Court – emphasized the urgency for fair and independent investigations. But, Government of J&K has chosen to take the issue of compensation before the Supreme Court in a clear attempt to completely stall investigations in this case that were otherwise being pursued before the Srinagar bench of the High Court. In March 2016, the survivors wrote a letter to Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, T.S. Thakur seeking the urgent attention of the court to the Kunan Poshpora case. The survivors have received no favorable response to this letter and now face a further three month delay in the case.
To date, six victims of rape and torture have died but it is clear that Government of J&K and the army have no concern for the victims and are hoping to frustrate them through the legal process itself.

YOUNGSTER ‘SODOMISED’ IN ARMY CAMP BATTLING HIV 

April 19: One morning in June 2004, Riyaz (not his real name) went to an army camp in Pattan for construction work. He was one of the labourers hired by a contractor. In the afternoon, he was called into the office of an army captain, escorted by two soldiers.
“I was nervous to meet the captain. I have no idea why I was called,” Riyaz said. The captain shook hands with him and ordered his men to leave the room. The captain then smiled and said, “You are very handsome man and I like you. I saw you yesterday and I felt like talking to you.”
He told Riyaz to sit on the sofa and they started fondling him.
“After sometime another man, a Kashmiri, came into the room. The captain then invited us to his personal room and poured in drinks in glasses. Although I declined the drinks, they forced me to drink it and said it will ‘make me forget everything’. After some time I felt dizzy and that is when both of them raped me. I remember both the pain and the humiliation,” said Riyaz, who was 19 then and had got married recently. The encounter was only the beginning of a catastrophe that was to befell his wife and child later.
At 31, Riyaz is still handsome, a fair, tall man with light blue eyes and brown hair. He has tested positive for HIV as has his wife and child. Some symptoms of the infection have started to appear in Riyaz.
Many people in the camp’s neighbourhood said the captain used to visit the village frequently and try to cozy up with young boys. He would invite some to lunch.
“Many believed that he was a good person. He wasn’t aggressive like soldiers are in Kashmir. He was a homosexual. I have heard that he would pay for sex with men and use coercion if money didn’t work,” said a shopkeeper, (identified here with his first name only), Mohammad.
“I went to the camp once and he tried to force himself on me. But when I protested and threatened to make it an issue he slapped and abused me and kicked me out of his office,” Mohammad said.
While rape of women by soldiers has been documented and reported widely, incidents of sexual assault on men remains unknown in the Valley, the world’s highest militarised region.
“Male rape is perhaps the easiest crime to get away with in this country,” said psychiatrist Hamidullah Shah who has treated the victims of sodomy.
“If you and I decided, as two men, that we were going to go out tonight and rape a boy or a man, we could almost guarantee – 99.9 per cent certain – that we’re going to get away with it. The reason we’re going to get away with it is because we know the victim is not going to report the crime. His sexual identity is going to be brought into question. He’s going to be made to look a fool in front of his family and friends. He’ll be asked ‘How on earth could you let that happen to you?” he added.
Riyaz also did not tell about the sexual assault to anyone.
After many months, the captain sent two of his men to Riyaz’s home and called him to his office.
“I was certain that I would be raped again but I was shocked when he told me that he was sorry for not having worn the condom that day and that he was HIV positive. He then took me to army hospital for tests. I too had been infected. The captain gave me money and said ‘forget about it’. He warned me that I would be killed and my body thrown in a river if I spoke about it,” Riyaz said.
After he developed symptoms of TB and was asked to do blood tests, he was detected with tuberculosis and HIV by doctors at TB Centre Pattan. He was referred to SKIMS AIDS Centre in Srinagar for treatment.
After six months of the diagnosis, his wife gave birth to a baby at Lal Ded hospital. Doctors told him that both mother and baby were HIV positive.
“I lied to the doctors when they asked whether I was HIV positive. But they insisted on taking my blood samples,” he said, fearing it is only a matter of time when neighbours will come to know about it.
His wife suspected that Riyaz was a homosexual and sleeps with men.
“I told her the truth. But she refused to accept it and said I have ruined their lives,” he said.
The baby had died a year later.
“I died the day my child died. That day I wanted to get a gun and kill that captain. Who will believe me that he raped me and therefore killed my child?” Riyaz said, weeping copiously.
Riyaz and his wife make frequent visits to SKIMS AIDS centre for treatment. “I and my wife have thought of killing ourselves many a time,” Riyaz said.
The captain had been transferred from the camp in 2010. Riyaz apprehends the army officer might have infected many more.
According to Dr Shah, because of stigma attached to homosexuality and bisexuality, it is possible that a homosexual could make rape an excuse for his sexual preference and sexually transmitted disease he might contract in the process.
“However, because sexual gratification is not the main objective, a rapist may be gender blind, able to act either on a male or a female victim. An offender often pays little attention to his choice of victim or his age or physical condition,” he added.

PROTESTS IN VERINAG AFTER 60-YEAR-OLD MAN DIES DURING ARMY RAID ON HIS HOME

April 09: Death of a 60-year-old man during an army raid on his house during night in Halmula Gawas village of Verinag, Ananatnag triggered protests. This was not the first such death. On February 17, 2013, Nazira Begum, 45, widow of Ali Mohammad Dar of Chadura, Kulgam died of heart attack when a joint posse of army and Special Operation Group (SOG) personnel from Kulgam Camp allegedly raided and ransacked houses in her neighbourhood and banged the door of her house.
Abdul Gani Naik died of cardiac arrest after the soldiers raided the house at about 12am and banged windows and doors of the house for about 15 minutes, Javed Ahmad, son of the deceased told media.
“We were asleep when they banged the doors and windows. We were frightened and decided not to open the door. But when they abused us we mustered courage and opened the door,” Javed added.
“When we unlocked the door about 15 soldiers barged in. They were angry and shouted abuses. My father was frightened and started shivering and within no time he fell unconscious. I tried calling our neighbours so that we could take him to hospital but the soldiers didn’t let me. We somehow managed to inform police over phone. They came at about 1am and took him to hospital,” Javed said.
Doctors declared him “brought dead” at the hospital.
In the morning, people of the village took to roads and shouted pro-freedom and anti-army slogans. They marched towards police station Dooru, demanding an investigation into the death of the man. However, police and paramilitary troopers stopped them.
A police official, wishing anonymity, said the army had launched a search operation in the locality following inputs about the presence of militants there.
“It was not the raid on the house of the deceased only but search operation in the entire locality. On seeing the army men entering the house he may have got frightened,” he said.
Army, however, refuted the allegations of their involvement into the death of the elderly man.
“During the intervening night of 8 and 9 army received information about presence of militants in the village. The information was shared with police and subsequently search operation was launched by 19 RR and police,” an army spokesman said in a statement.
“During the search operation noise was heard from the house of Abdul Gani Naik and when the forced approached the house they found the above mentioned person unconscious. He was frail and aged. He was evacuated for treatment but died en route hospital,” the statement said.

NIT SRINAGAR ROW
PROBE INDICTS OUTSTATION STUDENTS FOR ‘VITIATING ATMOSPHERE’
50 STUDENTS IDENTIFIED BY POLICE AND NIT

The government enquiry indicted the non-local students for instigating violence and vitiating the National Institute Technology (NIT) campus atmosphere after team Indian’s lost in a World Cup match on March 31. As many as 50 non-local students were further identified by police and NIT administration for indulging in vandalism in the campus. 
The Jammu and Kashmir government had on April 7 ordered a time-bound inquiry into clashes at NIT following India's defeat to West Indies in World T20 Cup on March 31.  The inquiry was ordered by Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Singh who had asked the Additional District Magistrate Srinagar to complete it within 15 days.
“I have submitted the report. I completed the inquiry within the stipulated time. The report has been sent to the government,” the probe officer, Nazir Ahmad Baba, on April 23 informed media.
He said he recorded the statements of students, faculty members, college wardens, police officials and shopkeepers who run their businesses inside the NIT campus.
Baba said few non-local students turned up for recording their statements. “However, non-local girl students came forward and recorded their statements,” he said, categorically denying to divulge the contents of his probe report.
However, a senior government official—in know-how of the probe report findings—said the report has indicted outstation students for “vitiating academic atmosphere” at the NIT campus. The report, according to him, mentions that local students, who are less in number, have been very helpful to non-local students every time.  
The report, he said, mentions that non-local students have paid no heed to police requests during the campus protests that forced their lathi-charge.
The problem at NIT started on March 31 after India’s defeat against West Indies in the World T20 semifinal. While some Kashmiri students celebrated the exit of India from the tournament, the outstation students inside the campus took strong objection to these celebrations, leading to group clashes.
CRPF was deployed on the campus for next few days, while Home Minister Rajnath Singh called up Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti and discussed the situation with her. And on April 6, the Human Resource Development Ministry at Government of India sent a team of officials to NIT while on April 7, Deputy CM Nirmal Singh visited Campus and ordered time-bound inquiry into the clashes.
Pertinently, the J&K police have registered two FIRs into the NIT incident. The first FIR was lodged on April 1 at Police Station Nigeen under sections 148 (rioting), 149 (unlawful assembly), 427 (mischief), 336 (endangering life of others) and 323 (voluntarily causing hurt) of the Ranbir Penal Code (RPC).
The second FIR registered on April 5 where sections 353 (assault on public servant) and 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant) were invoked. However, the FIR stands registered against unknown persons.
On April 27, the NIT administration and police have identified 50 non-local students, who indulged in vandalism in the campus and damaged the furniture of the institute and vehicles after the March 31 protests following India’s loss to West Indies in WorldT20 semi final match.
The students will face arrests and the NIT is also mulling to rusticate them.
Officials said even as NIT had deployed its private security in the campus to contain the protests. “However, the non-local students had resorted to vandalism due to which police and the paramilitary forces had to be called in to defuse the tension”.  

KASHMIRI STUDENT HARASSMENT
· 
There is no let up in hounding of Kashmiris in Indian states. The symbolic gestures like appointing a special nodal police officer in different states is not going to solve the problem for Kashmir. In past as well few token steps were taken by the successive J&K government to alleviate the harassment but the time only shows the upswing of such incidents.  There are still mysterious killing of Kashmiri businessmen and students being suspended, threatened etc.  
· STUDENTS FROM J-K ARRESTED, SUSPENDED BY UNIVERSITY IN RAJASTHAN
On April 6, the Mewar University said it has suspended these nine students, who were released on bail on Monday, along with seven others for creating nuisance on the varsity premises on March 31. 
Nine students and a hostel warden from Jammu and Kashmir were arrested following a clash in the hostel mess of a private university in Rajasthan’s Chittorgarh district over Indian cricket team’s loss against West Indies in the T20 World Cup last week.
The Mewar University on Wednesday said it has suspended these nine students, who were released on bail on Monday, along with seven others for creating nuisance on the varsity premises on March 31.
“16 students have been suspended till April 25. The accused students created ruckus in the hostel which led to scuffle in which one student was injured. Nine students were arrested by police in connection with the incident,” Harish Gurnani, media officer of Mewar University, said.
“They were released on bail on Monday after which we took disciplinary action against the students,” he said.
All of them are undergraduate students and they have been asked to report after April 24 with their guardians, he said.
The scuffle broke out after the India-West Indies cricket match on March 31 in the university, where only last month a rumour over cooking of beef by some Kashmiri students led to protest on the campus following which four Kashmiri students were arrested. They were later released with police saying that prima facie it was found that the meat was not beef.
“The students have also been barred from the hostel till April 25. A decision on reinstatement will be taken after considering their written application and listening to their side after April 25,” the university official said.
Action against the hostel warden, Nazbullah Shahm, who also belongs to the state of Jammu and Kashmir, will also be taken, he said.
NIT Srinagar has also been gripped by tension since the match following a clash between local students and those from outside.
· KASHMIRI STUDENTS WILL BE TARGETED OUTSIDE STATE, WARNS BJP
March 07: State BJP’s chief spokesperson Sunil Sethi has, while reacting to the NIT row, warned of “similar reactions” against Kashmiri students studying in various parts of India.
 He said such an incident “puts to risk and jeopardizes their lives and well being”.
While slamming police action against non-Kashmiri students, he said, “Anti-national elements want to destroy the peaceful atmosphere of the state by indulging in such type of violence which tantamount to instigating similar reactions against students from the state studying outside the state and putting to risk and jeopardy their lives and well being.’’
Taking a “very strong and serious note of the violence on the campus”, Sethi told Indian Express that Jammu and Kashmir government must take “effective’’ and “strong action” against “all persons involved including police officers” to “instill confidence among students who have come to study at NIT from outside the state”.
Earlier, Minister for Education Naeem Akhtar had termed the ongoing tension at NIT Srinagar as “an administrative issue” and “not a security issue”. He had said that the state government is taking requisite measures to restore normal academic activity at the campus.
 He had also assured safety of all the students studying in the NIT Srinagar.
· KASHMIRI SHAWL VENDOR MURDERED IN PUNJAB
April 09: Maqsood Ahmad Shah (27) son of Mohammad Dilawar Shah, a resident of Thandipora Kralpora in north Kashmir's Kupwara district had gone missing on April 2.
Maqsood was doing shawl business in Shahkot area of Punjab province and was there since November, Shah Zaman, younger brother of Shah Maqsood told media.
Maqsood would call family every day but April 2 he didn’t. His family called him over phone next day but despite repeated calls there was no response, he said.
In the meantime, the family came to know that their son was missing and some family members including his brother Shah Zaman rushed to Shahkot. Soon after they reached there, they filed a written missing report.
“Today in the morning, some locals found a body lying in a dam (Chappri) at village Parjian Kalan in jurisdiction of Mehatpur police station and informed the police about it. The cops immediately reached the spot and recovered the body with visible torture marks on it,” he said.
Zaman said the family is taking the body of the deceased to the native village in frontier Kupwara district from Shahkote.
“There is no one here to help us. Our government too has not made any arrangements for the body to flown to Kashmir from there,” he said.
When contacted SSP Rural, Harmohan Singh told Srinagar based news agency GNS that they have received a complaint on April 4 regarding the missing of the businessman and the investigations have been launched immediately.
"Today the body of the Kashmiri businessman was recovered from a dam in the jurisdiction of Shahkot police station", a top police officer said
He said that the victim’s legs were tied and he has been apparently strangulated. “A wire was also found tied in his neck,” he said.
A case FIR No 48 u/s 302, 201 IPC has been registered and further investigations has been launched, he said.
The SSP assured that culprits will be arrested soon and strict action will be initiated against those behind the murder
· 20 KASHMIRI STUDENTS LEAVE JAMMU COLLEGE
April 09: Fearing more violence, as many as 20 Kashmiri students from Government Engineering and Technology College at Chak Bhalwal in Jammu have started returning to the Valley, Indian Express reported. However, principal Dr Sameru Sharma told IE that those who have left are second semester students whose internal exams were over.
The students from the Valley have complained of inadequate security, saying a day after India lost the semi-final match to West Indies, local villagers, along with a section of students, armed with lathis and iron rods entered the campus and accused them of being ‘anti-nationals’, banged at their doors and even threatened some of them of dire consequences.
The college staff held the students responsible for the trouble, claiming they had started hooting when India lost the match, IE reported.
· KASHMIRI JNU STUDENT RUSTICATED FOR 2 SEMESTERS
April 26: New Delhi: A Kashmiri student, Mujeeb Gattoo, was rusticated for two semesters and two other students, Umar Khalid and Anirban Bhattacharya for one semester and till July 15 respectively, by JNU authorities in connection with the February 9 event on the campus against Afzal Guru’s hanging.
The authorities also imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on Kanhaiya Kumar. As per decision, Bhattacharya has been barred from pursuing any course in JNU for next 5 years. Mujeeb was pursuing an integrated PhD programme in education at Zakir Hussain Centre for Education Studies. He had finished his MPhil last year and was almost a year into his PhD programme.
By June, Mujeeb was supposed to submit his final synopsis for the doctorate programme. It was learnt that if he would not submit the synopsis, his registration for the PhD programme itself might be hit.
JNU students union president Kanhaiya, Umar and Anirban were arrested on charges of sedition in February in connection with the controversial event and are out on bail. Their arrest had triggered widespread protests.
The campus has been made out of bounds for two former students — Banojyotsana Lahiri and Draupadi — while hostel facilities have been withdrawn for Ashutosh Kumar for a year and Komal Mohite till July 21.
A high-level committee constituted by the university to probe the February 9 event found ABVP member Saurabh Sharma, who had objected to the event, “guilty” of blocking traffic on the day of the event and penalised him with Rs 20,000.
Surprisingly, Aishwarya Adhikari, whose name was not mentioned in the report, has also been imposed the same penalty.
“Based on the report of the high-level committee which arrived at its conclusion based on depositions, perusal of video clips (provided by JNU Security and authenticated by forensic tests), and examination of documents on record, the university has decided to rusticate three students,” a senior university official told PTI.
“While Anirban Bhattacharya has been rusticated till 15 July, he will not be able to pursue any course or participate in any activity on campus for next five years, Umar Khalid has been rusticated for one semester and Mujeeb Gattoo for two semesters,” the official said.
He said financial penalty has been imposed on 14 students including Kanhaiya who has been penalised with Rs 10,000.
While Umar and Anirban were found guilty of triggering communal violence and disrupting communal harmony on campus, Mujeeb was found guilty of participating in the sloganeering
· NODAL OFFICER FOR KASHMIRI STUDENTS APPOINTED IN 13 STATES, UT
New Delhi, April 29: As many as 13 states and union territories have appointed a special nodal police officer each for addressing issues of Kashmiri students studying in their respective territory in the wake of alleged attacks on them in campuses.
The states and UTs which so far have appointed police nodal officer for Kashmiri students are Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, Chandigarh, Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
“There have been reports of attacks on and misbehaviour with Kashmiri students studying in different states.
Appointment of nodal officer for Kashmiri students will give a sense of security and comfort to them,” a Home Ministry official said.
However, a number of states like Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab, Maharashtra and Karnataka, where sizeable number of Kashmiri students study in different institutes, have not responded to the Home Ministry’s request for appointing special police nodal officer.
A group of Kashmiri students was allegedly assaulted in a dental college in Jodhpur early this month in an alleged backlash after the unrest at National Institute of Technology (NIT) in Srinagar. Several students were injured in the incident.
The Home Ministry made the request to states and UTs in the wake of row at the NIT Srinagar which started after clashes occurred following India’s defeat against West Indies in the World Cup T20 semi-final match last month.
Delhi Police’s Special Commissioner (Crime) Taj Hasan is the special nodal officer for addressing Kashmiri students’ issues in the capital.

PELLET INJURIES
· 
· PULWAMA YOUTH LOSES VISION IN RIGHT EYE DUE TO PELLETS

April 20: A boy from a Pulwama village who was injured after being hit by pellets earlier this month has lost all vision in his right eye while doctors are trying hard to save his left eye.
Hilal Ahmad Ganai, 23, of Barpora, Pulwama, suffered multiple pellet injuries on April 8 after government forces in Newa area of the district fired pellet ammunition towards youth who were protesting against the vandalisation of the martyrs graveyard in nearby Karimabad village, allegedly by the army. Hilal told media that he was walking at a distance from the spot where protests and clashes were going on that day. “I was not part of the protest. I was walking by the area and the forces rained pellets on me that hit my chest, eyes and head.”
After suffering grievous pellet injuries he was removed to SMHS for treatment. At SMHS, doctors clearly told his family members that the right eye of their son has been completely damaged. Three days later his family decided to take him to Sonam hospital Amritsar for advanced treatment. However doctors at this hospital also expressed helplessness in helping him regain his vision.
“Doctors here are of the same opinion as that of SMHS doctors. They have told us that the pellets have damaged his eye ball in the right eye and that there are no chances of his regaining vision,” Ghulam Mohammad Ganai, father of the injured youth, told Kashmir Reader over the phone from Amritsar.
He said that his son has only regained 30 percent eyesight in his left eye too. “Though doctors were hopeful of his regaining seventy percent vision in the left eye after surgery, but a week after the surgery he has regained only thirty percent vision,” Ganai said.
A labourer by profession, Ganai has borrowed money for the treatment of his son from relatives.
A relative, Feroz Ahmad, questioned the repeated assertions of the ruling PDP that it was against the use of pellets against protesters. “The use of pellets by the forces in the Valley continues to blind people. PDP, which in opposition, was raising a hue and cry over the use of pellets against protesters, should ensure that such ammunition is banned,” Ahmad said.
· 64 YOUTH HIT BY PELLETS IN ONE YEAR, 5 LOST EYESIGHT 
April 22: Notwithstanding its official definition as a “non-lethal weapon” and calls for a ban by the Amnesty International on its use during demonstrations, pellets continue to cause serious injuries to people, especially the youth in Kashmir Valley.
Information accessed from two hospitals in Srinagar through Right to Information query has revealed that 64 persons have suffered pellets wounds last year.  Of the 41 persons who have suffered eye injuries, two have lost vision in both eyes and three others in one eye.
According to the RTI reply from SKIMS Medical College-Hospital Bemina, 16 patients with pellet injuries were admitted from 1 January to 31 December 2015.
“Nine patients had eye injuries and seven of them were operated upon at the eye ward during the same period,” deputy medical superintendent of the hospital said in a reply to the RTI filed by an activist Manan Bukhari,.
“Two patients lost eyesight in both eyes, three lost eye sight in one eye and one patient recovered partial eye sight,” the reply said.
The information provided by the SMHS Hospital, Srinagar, says that 48 patients with pellet injuries were treated at the Emergency Department from October 2014 to November 2015 and 42 of them were admitted to the Hospital.
The Department of Ophthalmology, Government Medical College, which oversees the running of the SMHS Hospital, said that 32 patients with pellet gun injuries needed surgeries.
“All 32 patients were discharged after a few days of hospitalisation. However, these patients didn’t turn up for follow up. So the exact number of persons who lost their eyesight or whose eyesight was impaired is not known,” the reply said.
Quoting a police officer, a leading Chennai-based newspaper had reported that one cartridge contains 400-500 pellets, resembling ball bearings. They come in grades of five to 12, five being the largest, fastest and with the widest range. “Though written instructions have been given to use the number 9 pellet for crowd control, as it does not cause lasting damage, the directive isn’t followed. In villages, we see number 6 and 7 pellets being used regularly,” the police officer said.

NOW, ‘CENSUS SURVEY’ BY ARMY IN RAFIABAD VILLAGES

April 7: A door-to-door ‘survey’ led by the Indian army is going on in the villages of Rafiabad constituency in North Kashmir’s Baramulla district. And the police and civil administration apparently have not been informed. Pertinently, more than often there are such unlawful surveys by the army about which the local administration has no clue of. 
Local youths are accusing the army of harassment, alleging that their identity cards are being snatched and they are asked to report to the camp in the evening hours to collect them.
Residents of Chatluro village in Rafiabad said the soldiers of RR battalion of Seelu camp arrived in the area on April 5 and started a door-to-door survey in which they took all the details of families living here. “They inquired about our family size, names of family members, phone numbers, occupations and even the number of cattle sheds we have. We don’t have a clue why they are doing this,” a resident said, on condition of anonymity.
A local youth, Faraz (name changed), who went through the process of getting his card back, told Kashmir Reader he was standing on the road side with his friends when the army called them over. “They searched us and took our identity cards and directed us to come to the army camp in the evening hours to collect the cards. At first, I didn’t reveal this to my parents as I thought they might get worried. Later, when I and many of my friends left our village to get our identity cards back, they (army) made wait for hours and at last gave back our identity cards on the condition that if we come to know of any ‘movement or activities’ in our area we will inform them. They took our mobile phone numbers too. They are doing this for the last one week; around 30-to 40 boys were directed to do the same, to come to the camp to collect the cards which the army took away.”
The sarpanch of this area, Ghulam Mohiuddin Bhat, told media that as the officer (a major) of that camp was on leave, a ‘new captain was doing this survey’. “I came to know from others that he is taking the cards of the boys of our village and asking them to report at the camp. There are many cards which are still with the army as the boys don’t dare to visit the camp. When I visited the DSP of our locality in view of this situation, the army stopped coming here, but yesterday they again visited our village. We don’t know why they are doing this survey and who has given them permission to do so.”
Meanwhile, when media contacted the SSP of Sopore, Harmeet Singh, he said that he “had no idea about this survey”. The SDM of Sopore, Bashir Ahmad, too said that he “doesn’t know anything about this survey”. The Deputy Commissioner Baramulla, Mrs Yasha Mudgal, did not respond to calls from Kashmir Reader.
A similar survey was conducted by the army in Budgam locality last month.

AFTER 10 YRS, DEAD COP AMONG 4 INDICTED FOR BANDIPORA BOY’S ‘CUSTODIAL KILLING’
FAMILY SAYS MAIN ACCUSED ‘AZIZ KILLER’ SHIELDED BY POLICE, VOWS TO FIGHT FOR JUSTICE

April 26: Almost 10 years after the ‘custodial killing’ of a boy from north Kashmir’s Bandipora district, the Crime Branch Kashmir has filed a charge-sheet against four policemen including two officers, and a deceased SPO, in the court of Chief Judicial Magistrate Bandipora.
Family members of the deceased said the prime accused who picked up their son and tortured him have merely been charged with illegal confinement, framing incorrect records, falsifying evidence, distortion of witnesses and other minor charges. They said the charge-sheet filed before Chief Judicial Magistrate Bandipora recently has “diluted charges”, accusing a man who was not in scene and died during the course of investigation, of murder offence U/S 302.
In its final charge-sheet in a case FIR No 125/2007 P/S Bandipora, the Crime Branch has indicted two police Officers Abdul Aziz Thakur (Sub-Inspector NO 6834/NGO), Bashir Ahmed Khan (Sub Inspector No.7623/NGO), Selection Grade Akhter Hussain Mir No 867/AP 9th Bt. (now 221/IRP 12 Bt.) presently posted at Brusrar Power Project Kishtwar and Late Farooq Ahmed Dar (SPO)—believed to be the main accused.
According to the charge-sheet,  the four accused have been booked under charges of murder, torture, illegal confinement, falsifying and distorting evidence, separately.
The case was first investigated by Police station Bandipora.
Zahoor Ahmad Sofi (21) son of Habibullah who was working as peon in a private B.Ed college was tortured to death by SOG men after he was picked up by its team headed by Thakur from his home in Brar village of Bandipora.
“The SOG men from Kaloosa Camp on August 26 (at around 8:30 PM) barged into my house and detained Zahoor. The men in uniform were calling their boss by the name ‘Aziz Sahab’ who had two-stars on his uniform. We pleaded before the cops to leave him but they did not listen and whisked away my son,” Habibullah, father of Zahoor, told media.
He said he, accompanied by villagers, went to nearby Police chowki at Aragam where Bashir Ahmed, in-charge SHO confirmed—after calling SHO Police Station Bandipora—that Zahoor is in custody of SOG men at Kaloosa camp. “He assured us that my son will not be harmed and will be released after questioning,” Habibullah said.
Next day the family rushed to the SOG camp. They were however shocked when the cops denied having arrested Zahoor. “Senior police officials too refused to help,” said Habibullah.
The worst fears of the family came true when police handed over Zahoor’s body to them on September 4, 2006—10 days after his arrest. “The body bore visible marks of torture, he had been brutally killed,” Habibullah said.
Later, a magisterial inquiry was initiated under No. DMB/2006/4340-44—headed by then Assistant Commissioner Baramulla A K Wani.
However, Chief Judicial Magistrate Bandipora expressed dissatisfaction over investigation in 2011 and directed SSP Crime Branch Kashmir to reinvestigate the case.
The investigation report also revealed that on 26 August 2006, the police team from SOG camp Kaloosa headed by Aziz Thakur alias ‘Aziz Killer’ picked up one Zahoor Ahmed Sofi S/O Habibullah Sofi of Brar Bandipora and took him to SOG camp Kaloosa.
The report says that deceased was illegally confined in the camp till September 06, 2006 when he was brought dead to Bandipora hospital in the evening.
Doctors after conducting autopsy revealed that death was caused due to the rupture of a kidney with tear measuring 0.124 cm.
The death, according to medical reports, was caused due to heavy physical torture to the deceased during the intervening night of 3-4 September 2006.
The initial investigation of the case was carried out by Police Station Bandipora  and accordingly submitted the charge-sheet in the court of Chief Judicial Magistrate against Late Farooq Ahmed-SPO under section 302/RPC when he had died.
The report says the CJM did not agree with the investigation conducted by the local police and passed an order dated 12-12-2011 observing therein that the charge-sheet has been presented against the dead person to evade action against the officer and officials and termed the investigation as defective and shady. Accordingly SSP Crime Branch Kashmir was directed to conduct the further investigation in the case which has now submitted its final report.
“By the opinion of the Forensic Expert it was found that the accused officers/officials have dishonestly and fraudulently resorted to manipulation of Daily Dairy by falsely showing that the deceased was arrested on 03 September 2006 as against his actual date of arrest i.e. 26 August 2006,” reveals the report.
The Crime Branch has accused late Farooq Ahmed of the offence under 302 RPC while Abdul Aziz Thakur (SI), Bashir Ahmed Khan (SI), Selection Grade Akhter Hussain Mir have been charged with the offences punishable U/S 343, 468, 471, 201,109 RPC.
Habibullah, however, said the Crime Branch has deliberately indicted dead cop under murder charges while the main accused Aziz Thakur has been shielded by indicting him in minor offences to evade punishment. “I will fight the case till the main accused are not awarded stern punishment and I have full faith in the judiciary,” he said.
He told media that Aziz Thakur had offered him money to withdraw the case against him. “When I did not budge, he then sent his wife to me with a cash of Rs 30 lakh and also said that they will register their whole property in my name if I withdraw the case. I refused the offer and told them that I’ll fight for the justice,” Habibullah said.
The accused have been sent to Central Jail Srinagar.
Public Prosecutor, Advocate Shafeeq Ahmad said that CJM has committed the case to Session Judge Bandipora for arguments. “The case for trail has been listed on 9 May for arguments.”

CRPF PRESENCE IN OVER 50 HOUSES HITS BUSINESS ACTIVITY AT KARAN NAGAR

April 18: Paramilitary force CRPF’s continued occupation of more than 50 residential houses in Karan Nagar is troubling the business community with traders arguing that the properties if vacated can help in the expansion of commercial activity in the area.
Kashmir Traders Federation (KTF) spokesman Aijaz Shahdar told media that properties, which are mostly privately owned by both Kashmiri Hindus and Muslims, were taken over by the CRPF two decades before when armed conflict started in Valley.
“Market is growing and so is the business activity. But the lack of enough space and infrastructure for commercial purpose in the market is affecting our business. This lack of infrastructure can be fulfilled only by the vacation of CRPF troops from these houses,” Shahdar said, adding that extra space to the Karan Nagar market would lend some more business to this commercial hub.
Shahdar said the troops mostly park their vehicles on the main roads in the area which causes inconveniences not only to traders but also to the customers.
“CRPF presence also obstructs the free movement of people and makes it difficult for shopkeepers to carry out their day-to-day operations,” he said.
	KTF and Traders Federation Karan Nagar (TFKN) have also taken up the issue with state administration, but to no avail.
CRPF spokesman Ashish Kumar Jha said that the deployment of CRPF personnel at any location is decided by the local police. He refuted the claims that presence of CRPF was affecting the day-to-day business operations at Karan Nagar.
“Security presence is a long pending issue and some houses were vacated last year at Karan Nagar. Our presence is not creating any obstruction to the traders,” Jha said.
Shahdar said that lack of street lights and haphazard electrical wiring in the area is also hampering the business activities. He demanded immediate installation of street lights and renovation of electrical wiring in the business hub.

DESECRATION OF MARTYRS’ GRAVEYARD TRIGGERS PROTEST

April 08: Residents of Karimabad village in Pulwama district demonstrated against desecration of the local martyrs’ graveyard on April 7 night. They said the government forces were behind the act.
The villagers said a contingent of the forces appeared in the village during night and ripped up gravestones, grilles and memorials in the graveyard.
About nine graves of the martyrs have been desecrated, they said.
In the morning, the people demonstrated peacefully against the act, while clashes between the protesters and the police and paramilitary troopers erupted in the village again after Friday prayers.
The police and the troopers fired teargas canisters to chase the protesters away. The clashes were on till this report was filed.
A police spokesperson, while ruling out the involvement of the troopers, said the desecration was the handiwork of “some miscreants” who wanted shield those involved in setting a police vehicle afire on Thursday in Karimabad.
	Police said they have registered an FIR in police station Pulwama against the “miscreants who burnt the police vehicle”.
“The miscreants have been identified and very soon action would be taken against them,” a senior police official said.
A complete shutdown was observed in Pulwama and Shopian districts of south Kashmir for the second consecutive day on Friday against killing of two local militants, Naseer Ahmad Pandit and Anam-ul-Haq Malla.
The duo was killed in an encounter with government forces in Vihil, Shopian on Thursday morning.
	Shops and business establishments were closed and passenger vehicles remained off the roads.

POLICE HIGH-HANDEDNESS IRKS PAMPORE SHOPKEEPERS

April 20: After the Handwara killings incident, government forces in Kadlibal, Pampore, have resorted to harassment of shopkeepers. Shopkeepers express their anger against the use of excessive power and demanded immediate arrest of cops who are making their life difficult.
After the Handwara incident, police are behaving like goons, vandalising property and are thrashing shopkeepers, shopkeepers of Kadlibal, Pampore chowk alleged. “Every evening policemen come and vandalise property, beat and threaten shopkeepers. We don’t understand why it is being practiced,” said Bilal Ahmad, a shopkeeper.
Cops eat at restaurants without paying, and threaten shopkeepers of dire consequences if shops are not closed by 7pm, which is hampering their business, said Irfan Ahmad: “I run a gym center in the market, people come to workout after 7 pm, so if I close at the same time, I will lose my business. There is no other source of income other than this,” he said.
Two days ago, police barged into the gym and beat people who were working out, he added.
Muzaffar Ahmad, a fisherman, said police take fish from him without paying. There are more than 150 shops in the market, these acts cannot be tolerated, he said, adding that if the police high-handedness continues, they would come out on roads.

PROBE FAÇADE 
ORDERED TO SHIELD THAN TO PROSECUTE THE PERPETRATORS 

April 18: Suhail Ahmad Sofi, 16, a class 10 student was killed in police firing on April 18 last year during clashes between government forces and people who were protesting against Masrat Alam’s arrest and killing of a youth in Tral. The fate of the investigation ordered into his killing by then chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed shows what lies in store for the inquiry ordered into the killing of five people by police and army.
Eyewitnesses to Sofi’s killing had told the inquiry officer that although he was not participating in the protest, he was caught by two policemen and then shot at from a close range in cold blood following an argument.
The accused, assistant sub-inspector of police Manzoor Ahmad and constable Javaid Ahmad had been suspended and booked for murder and other charges by Magam police station.
Budgam deputy commissioner Altaf Ahmad Mir, who carried out the magisterial inquiry into the killing, told media, “We have completed the inquiry and submitted the report.”
Asked about the findings of his inquiry, he said, “There is nothing else I can help you with. You should check the report.”
Suhail’s brother Aijaz Ahmad Sofi said that a Special Investigation Team of police that was carrying out a parallel inquiry did not record statements of witnesses and the family members. However, Mir had recorded their statements.
Three months ago, the accused policemen were granted bail by the high court. Aijaz said that neither witnesses nor family members were present in the court the day the duo was released on bail.
“Before their release, many people approached us asking us to take money or government job as compensation but we refused and decided to fight the case in courts,” Aijaz said.
“During previous hearings the defence came up with wild tales. During one hearing their defence was that constable Javaid accidentally shot the bullet when he fell while chasing protesters. They also that said CRPF that was present at the spot had fired too and police was not sure whether Suhail fell to police or CRPF bullet,” Aijaz added.
Aijaz rues that such killings are forgotten by all except the families who have lost their dear ones.
 	“What happened to Wamiq Farooq’s case? Who cares now? We are still fighting and will fight till the accused are not convicted. We believe in Allah and he will do the rest,” he said.
“We have been totally neglected by the society. We approached Hurriyat and other parties but nobody provided us financial support to fight the legal battle. Nobody cares if people die on streets. What happened in Handwara and Kupwara will soon be forgotten by the people as there will be fake inquiries and everything will be normal again.”
Mufti Sayeed’s government had repeatedly said that justice will be provided to the family.
“CM is serious and has already ordered arrest of two cops,” Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra, then political analyst in Mufti’s office had said.

‘SOCIAL MEDIA NEWS AGENCIES’ ASKED TO SEEK PERMISSION FROM DCS

April 18: Divisional commissioner Kashmir Asgar Hassan Samoon directed the operators of ‘social media news agencies’ to obtain proper permission from the deputy commissioners concerned for posting news on social media news groups along with sources.
He said action will be taken against the violators. He also asked information department to involve the media fraternity to help in monitoring of the news posted on the social media. He also sought cooperation of telecom operators to keep a check on rumor mongers.
Samoon was addressing deputy commissioners through video conferencing during a meeting, where inspector general of police also sought timely information and better cooperation from telecom operators which  he said is pivotal to curb rumors and rumor mongers.
Samoon asked the DCs and DSPs to have close liaison with the prominent citizens and civil society members of their respective districts so that administration can handle law and order situation in better way to avoid any untoward incident. He also impressed upon strict adherence to the Standard Operating Procedures.

OFFICIALLY STATED 
· 
· 200 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN KASHMIR: ARMY
April 28: Admitting that the growing trend of youth joining militant ranks was a cause of concern, General officer Commanding (GOC) of Srinagar based Chinar Corps, Lt. Gen. Satish Dua Thursday said over 200 militants are presently active in Kashmir.
	“The indoctrination of local youth to join militancy is a major concern for Army,” said GOC addressing media persons on the sidelines of a function in Army Goodwill School High Ground here.
 	“We are utilizing all our resources to bring the youth, who have gone astray, into mainstream through our Sadhbavna initiative,” said he. 
 	“Our anti-infiltration grid is quite strong and due to this the situation in valley has shown drastic improvement.”
 	He said more than 200 militants are presently operating in Kashmir and added that Army was capable enough to foil any attempt of militants to subvert peace in the valley.



	DATE
	TROOPERS
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS

	April 01
	-
	-
	-

	April 02
	-
	-
	-

	April 03
	-
	-
	-

	April 04
	-
	-
	-

	April 05
	-
	1
	-

	April 06
	-
	-
	-

	April 07
	-
	2
	-

	April 08
	-
	-
	-

	April 09
	-
	-
	1

	April 10
	-
	-
	-

	April 11
	-
	-
	-

	April 12
	-
	-
	2

	April 13
	-
	-
	2

	April 14
	-
	-
	-

	April 15
	-
	-
	1

	April 16
	-
	-
	-

	April 18
	-
	-
	-

	April 19
	-
	-
	-

	April 20
	-
	-
	-

	April 21
	-
	3
	-

	April 22
	-
	-
	-

	April 23
	-
	-
	-

	April 24
	-
	-
	-

	April 25
	-
	-
	-

	April 26
	-
	-
	-

	April 27
	-
	-
	1

	April 28
	-
	-
	-

	April 29
	-
	1
	-

	April 30
	1
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	1
	7
	7

	                                                                            IN TOTO
	15 KILLINGS



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS
April 01: No incident of violence reported. 
April 02: No incident of violence reported.
April 03: No incident of violence reported.
April 04: No incident of violence reported.
April 05: One militant was claimed to be killed in an encounter with troops at Gudoora village in Pulwama district. The slain militant, police said, was identified as Bilal Ahmad Bhat of Karimabad village. As many as thirty six persons were injured in clashes that erupted at encounter site, between state forces and protesters in Gudoora.  
April 06: Incidents of stone pelting were reported from Pulwama district after the funeral prayers of local militant killed with troopers in Gudroo area of Pulwama district. 
April 07: Two militants of Hizbul Mujahideen, including a former policeman, were killed in an encounter with troops in south Kashmir's Shopian district. The deceased militants were identified as Anam-ul-Haq Malla alias Waseem alias Rizwan son of Mohammad Iqbal Malla of Pahlipora Trenz, Shopian, a district commander of HM and Naseer Ahmad Pandith son of Ghulam Rasool Pandith of Karimabad, Pulwama.`
April 08: Suspected militants hurled a grenade at Goriwan Chowk, Bijbehara in south Kashmiri’s Anantnag district. 
April 09: Death of a 60-year-old man during an army raid on his house during night in Halmula Gawas village of Verinag, Ananatnag triggered protests. This was not the first such death.
April 10: No incident of violence reported.
April 11: Protest march was organized by JKLF in Lal Chowk, Srinagar against the harassment of Kashmiri student in Indian states. Clashes erupted in Lelhara area of Pulwama district during a search operation by the armed forces. It has been alleged the forces beat youth and ransack shops.
April 12: Two boys were killed and twenty-five persons injured in army firing after the protest erupted in Handwara against the alleged molestation of a school girl by an army soldier. The boys were identified as  Iqbal Peer and Nayeem Qadir. 
April 13: One more youth was killed in fresh clashes between protestors and armed forces in Kupwara district taking the death toll to four. The youth was identified as Jehangir Ahmad Wani son of Ghulam-ud-din Wani of Nagri, Kupwara. He was hit by tear gas shell in the head.  Earlier a woman injured in army firing on April 12 succumbs to her injuries. The lady was identified as Raja begum, 50, of Langate, Kupwara District.
April 14: The curfew like restriction imposed by authorities continued for second consecutive day.
April 15: Arif Ahmad Dar,18,  class 11th student was killed when army opened fire on protestors in Natnusa area of Kupwara district, taking  death the death toll to five. While police foiled Hurriyat protest program and detained around 20 activists in Srinagar. 
April 16: Curfew like restrictions continued in Kupwara district.
April 17: Curfew like restrictions continued in Kupwara District. Fifteen persons were injured in clashed with state forces in Kupwara district.
April 18: Curfew was re-imposed in Kupwara district after the youth resumed the protests against the alleged molestation of a girl and killings of five persons by army and police. Two youth received pellet injuries at Trehgam, Kupwara were identified as While Kashmir University students’ protests against the Kupwara killing in the campus. 
April 19: Authorities removed four army bunkers in main chowk Handwara in border district of Kupwara, after the protests against the killing of five civilians in army and police firing. 
April 20: No incident of violence reported. 
April 21: Three LET militants were killed in an encounter with armed forces in Gujarpati village in Putshahi area in Kupwara district. The identities of the slain militants were yet to be identified. In another incident, militants attacked a CRPF patrolling party in Pulwama. Immediately after the attack youth and forces clashes leaving many injured. Meanwhile, a large number of students in Handwara protested against the five civilian killings at the hands of army and police. Also people observed a shut down against the arrest of a man on charges of stone pelting in Budgam area. 
April 22: A youth was detained by police during clashes between forces and protestors at Nowhatta in down town Srinagar. The police claimed that the clashes were mild. 
April 23: No incident of violence reported.
April 24: No incident of violence reported.
April 25: No incident of violence reported.
April 26: No incident of violence reported.
April 27: A shopkeeper who was fired and injured by unknown gunmen on April 17, 2016 died at Srinagar hospital. The deceased has been identified as Khurshid Ahmad Lone son of Abdul Rehman Lone of Hefshirmal, Zainapora, Shopian. 
April 28: A brief exchange between state forces and militants reported from Kupwara. The forces retreat after the locals assembled near and encounter site and resorted to stone pelting. In another incident, a police post at Anantnag was attacked with a hand grenade by suspected militants. No causality was reported.
April 29: An unidentified militant was killed in an encounter with army in Kantpora village of Lolab Kupwara. 
April 30: A JCO of army died when his service rifle reportedly went off accidently inside a camp in Kupwara district. The deceased officer was identified as Jai Prakash Singh posted with 30 RR at Langate, Kupwara.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.png




